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MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 
SYN OPSE S: . . 

A Teller was received. from HaroldW/eisberg of Ilyattstown, Marylanc 
enclosing his book, enlitled^\Vhitewash - Die report on the Warren Report." 
lie believed that immediate and unequivocal explanations are required from 
the FBI in connection with the FBI’s report to the President's Commission. 



Uie r JDI 111 uuilliuuiun WHU x 1 * 1 -^^** vaiv 

j He specifically demanded answers to three items. 
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pt> (1) Relating to the number of bullets which were Involved in the 
assassination he suggests five were fired. The Commission's report concludi 
three shots were fired. • ' . . 

(2) He states that in testimony beforethe President's Commission 
> evidence was not introduced as to the spectographic analyses of a.. bullet and 

fragments. This is absolutely.incorrect, since the testimony" of a FBI 
Laboratory expert concerning spectograpliic analyses is set forth in the 

Commission's report. EX .103i EC r| 3 - / 0 6 O - U / 3 

(3) Weisberg alleges the whole buUet (located on Governor Connally' 

stretcher) had been wiped clean and that the FBI Laboratory expert testified 

tliat the cleansing of the bullet was not complete and that foreign matter rema 

in the grooves of the bullet. Tins is inaccurate since our Lr^l)pxalory exp e r 

testified the bullet was clean when he received it and" that there was no blood 

or tissue present. - ' q,..i *, 
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Weisberg formed Ills opinions after readiag.tkc FBLceports to the 
President's Commission dated 12/9/63 and 1/13/64. Both of these are locatec 
in the National Archives and are available to thp public. 
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Memorandum to Mr. ^ c J^ a ^ qm]rNT ’ ’ '• •••, . ' ’ 

- — - r : ; ■ 

^^onnection with our original w^-t 

19/Q/G3 the Commission credited the Bur J describes tlus *:.•• ' . ... 

pS iUort^co to thorn ^tracti« rendition of V . 

report in part ^ undergraduate lawyer would . . 

hcsHate to^ake'it^ito an uncorruptcd court. " V 

* T<- ;<- a. vitriolic and diabouccu 

His 208-pnse book has been review . Secret Service^ police 

criticisin o£ ^ e ^resident’^Commissit^ni , aS in^diUo^r^nt 

agencies and other branches of the u published by 103 diHe rent 

investigation. «eW»« to JtaJ. *■ aU ot who m retuserL He 

pubUshers both in he United States^ ber ^d had it 

S”« S to S stow Z Sf ed 

ScdTlias not been done." Wertberg has di|“ Ms ow „ theories and 

investigation ot the assassination and has r ‘ 0 hls , he contends 

inconsistencies* .. nffncLs 

' Due to the inaccuracies, ^^^jlg^^bw^^MiBround 
to W W s own purpose, ““^"‘^'^'1/1/66. attached) it is «*» 
tTu°r r e"?«, or- credibility to him * aciaiowledgin. 

communication. •„ 



ACTION: 



That Wcisberg’s com 



munication not be acknowledged. 
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Memorandum to Mr. DaLoach 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT.. 

x ' JOHN FITZGERALD KENN ED Y 



" DETAILS: 




' a letter was received from Harold Weisberg • 
enclosing bis boob entitled " Whitewash — the report • • 

on the Warren Report. - He stated, in the boob will be . 

found quotations from the Director's testimony and that " 
of FBI Agents that he believes require immediate and Vve 

unequivocal explanations. He specifically pointed to . .. •• 

three items v/hich, in his opinion, "It would seem no 
question of National security can be involved." — • ••• \< 

Weisberg indicated that in the brief discussion of the • 
assassination in the report to the commission it was said 
that three shots were fired, of which two hit the President 
.and one the Governor. Weisberg is referring to our ■ 

..initial report of December 9, 1963, furnished to the 
Commission. He read into this comment that this report.. 

„ did not account for the bullet that hit the curbstone 

and that the bullet that did not bill the President strucb 
‘'him in the bacb, not the neeb and did not go through 
‘his body. He said this did not account for. the wound in 
the front of the President's neeb and therefore theorized . 
at least five bullets were fired.- 




This matter has been thoroughly colored hy 
separate memorandum as it relates to the article published - 
in" The Washington Post" dated May 29, 196C>. Weisberg s 
theory is completely in error as it is obvious he has -not 
conducted thorough research into this matter as all pertinent 
information is available in the "President's Commission on 
the Assassination of President Kennedy Report. , . . • 

In Weisberg's second point he states that in 
testimony before the Commission, evidence was not 
introduced as to the spectrographic analysis of a bullet 
and various bullet fragments. This is not correct si c 
the Laboratory examiner’s testimony to the Commission 
indicates that these items were examined s P ect 5? < 3 r f ^ 
and were found to be similar in composition. The Laboratory 
examiner further pointed out that such similarity of 
composition does not necessarily mean that the f ragmen - 
came from a particular bullet. Testimony «= to 67 

spectrographic comparison appears in Volum , p g 
69, 73; 74 and in Volume .XV, page 700. - 

• ‘ ,j n weisberg's third point he states that the • ; • 

Laboratory expert . testified that the bullet from <^vernor ' 
Connally's stretcher had been wiped clean. This is not 
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S?° r A a "^ c to Hr.* DoLoach ‘ ' 
RE. assassination of president 
JOICI FITZGERALD KENNEDY 
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received it^d ^ha t do ^lood^ b d let va s # clean' when ha 
interfere with the firearms ° r tissue which would 
volume in, p ag cf S°S S 4 9 T‘"SS n !>'«««.• 

further inquiry as to whether the L l f? regard to ”eisberq 
associated through residues d t a ^llet could be ' • 9 

or the Governor's body, there vaXdd thG Pres ident's b 
tissue on the bullet for SJfh ' in fact ' no blood or 

• v “* n ~ “« S? r £ %S£S£ *« «» . 

stretcher Ind th^two'bSllet^ ™ Govo f nor Connellys 
area of the limousine were identified d?™ the front seal 
and were found to be nhvsled 1 id 1 d Wlth Oswald's rifle 

Mannlicher-Carcano amnliV same as Western 6 5 m- 

bullet fragments from the l?dn° mP ° nGntS * ThG °ther PosSi 
and the Governor's wrist were on?v' d e Presid °nt' s head 
in metallic composition to the leaA pieces of lead , simila 
Western 6.5 mm ammunition Thdf ? CGre Portion of 
lead smears on the windshieldof thd?< fra9 ? ents and ths 
lead residue found on the C urh?n th ? ^ mousin o and the 
Commission thoroughly WstiaaFfd d he SCGnG ' V ' hich ths 
characteristic comDosiMen® 9 L f d ' do not Possess 

their positive ideSif icationddf 1 * 23 W ‘ ,ich v ' ould permit 
specific bullets. cation as fragments or smears of 

himself; hedasdSe dubj^doda ° f Weisfcc «7 

a copy of which is attached. separate memorandum, 

6- by 9- has reviewed. ' It Is . 

Its L?u^^ e Un f s ^; c J^-fly Cheaply' 

prepared and 

copyrighted by WeisberS $ d 95 * The was 

idjfd^ that coulda, t be printed" X t thi C ° Ver ^ states 
is of importance to note in the d* r In this respect it 

book was offered to 63 United state 5^ ^eisborg stated the 
a 14 -month period and of the-o fif Publishers during 

little interest they declined ^ publishers, 21 had so 
addition, 11 offeree™ d i ° to ro,ld the book. In 
0 foreign countries none of°i ? Wolsbor 9 to publishers in 
all Weisberg stated' 103of?er" °f Srd? 13 offer - In 
counting repeaters. -He indicated di f k 00 * WGrG madG « not 
publishers to print his b™v w d follov 'ing refusals of 
and copyrighted it in AuJSst , 3 Ur7litcd edition 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach 
RB: ASSASSINATION OR PRESIDENT 

• «J 01 LN FITZGERALD KEiJNEDY 



In Weisberg' s own v/ords he says his hook is mo 
than an analysis of the investigation of the assassinati 
of the late President. "It is a commentary of the freed. 
of the press, the underpinning of the democratic society 
and a measure of the state of that society."- 



Following a review of this book it was determii 
it is nothing more than a vitriolic and diabolical 
criticism of the President's Commission and the FBI 
rclotin^ to the assassination of President Kennecv. i-jo 
.ir.£.\c<*t od !".<vp t -f >*vf i.r A 

report cO'ils with the possibility of a conspiracy or of 
a different assassin is only one of the ways In which the 
Commission may have crippled itself. He contended it woul 
have been better if the Commission had had its own staff 
of investigators and restricted the use of the F3I and 
Secret Service to technical services. 



Weisberg indicated his booh is an attempt to 
"analyse the report itself exclusively on the basis of 
the Commission 1 s own information."' It is noted that of tl 
13 chapters in this book he quotes the Commiss ion * s 
findings extensively but thereafter inserts his own 
comments and theories as to what should have been cone. j 
every instance concerning all phases of the inves tigation 
and the findings, he was critical. In Chapter 9 where he 
discusses the witnesses and their treatment he* stated thel 
are always those people' Who suddenly see a chance to 
become important, to themselves, to those for whom they 
will testify, to their circle of friends and to the world 
at largo. He also said that there are nervous people and 
neurotics- inevitably there are those who have axes to grir 
hatreds or dislikes to be indulged, and political objccti\ 
to be attained. From these comments it would, appear that 
Weisberg is adequately describing himself. 



Weisberg said in respect to the Commission's 
report, "What is most lacking in this report is analysis." 
He has delved into the scientific findings and arrived 
at his ov/n conclusions without apparent background rclatir 
to scientific research. v ' 

Weisberg claimed the Commission's report was 
abundantly clear that it distorts and misrepresents the 
Commission ' s information on Oswald's politics. He claims 
when the Commission did this, “Can there be any reason for 
this except a desire to fool the public?" He also content 
whenever possible the Con\rnission ' s report infers inefficic 

of the Federal bureaucracy.* ^ 
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Possible Conspiracy" inJolvino ^ Investigation of a 
concluded there is^o credible e^ lQ * The ^'^ssion 
Oswald v/os part of a co^nS e ? idencG that 1 x 30 Harvey 

ssslri'^ 

sasa- p r,H e •«« ?■£ ss S i: 

o£ the =htopsy La, „in a 't't 0 n h e n d°the t bun^ C |;a t fca r 0 S “i t3 

iSSnr d 'l? n L t !Sit atU S 0 - 0f th ° °£ PtoswSt 



Shn P r S K d0nt ; S ™ «« Is ass^STof ° £ 

?S n ° d L^ S hj: 0 S b ° erl do "*- H = “c„ cl^nues 

Weisberg said, -who cn'sclv^tUslr 

the r' 010 iS "° 1 u=sl;lon «hlch can bo tahen to ^ouc 

£ stssm 

remains. M ictore he said Only Congees 

the Pre s idSrwar a w S 5 3rg 'L^ a a e<5uato ttsearch ho conto 
eioe shot frorn *»** front and bach. -Noth inn 

“ThSre t°s 1= possible.* He .,KXa 3 

there was at lpat^^ assassin, Oswald or any other. Th 
re was at least one conspiracy - to kill the President. 

in the Natioi^^ 5? ferre , d . to *n FBI report he observed 
dUonnon?' Li A 1 Ar = hlves wnich was. carefullv oreoared 

s inuiai it 

LJS d2-cIXd%S? '' th9 Cornl " sion corev ended us f, 
looerg described this report as M a tissue so thin and n 

polemic so undisguised that It vouid de.ucan Utors of a hit 

floindor 0 " CC lIo n fu = th 3at -" g t ',' <! P urlolnin 1 °£ a desiccated 
iiounaer . He further described this report as a "Nnat- 

tenuou- C ri°H fU i optically attractive rendition of such 

hesitate to take self_rG 5 P- ct ing undergraduate vouid 

nesitate to take it into an uncorruptcd court.*; 
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